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The modern study of Atlantic history, it is generally agreed, was conceived in the late 1960s at John Hopkins University and has been in the ascendancy over the past twenty years. As Peter A. Coclanis notes, Atlantic theory can no longer be dismissed as 'faddish' or 'fashionable' as it once was. Rather, the hypothesis that in the early modern period much can be illuminated by approaching the Atlantic as a site of interactions and exchanges between apparently disparate areas would appear to be in rude health, with university departments, postgraduate courses, textbooks, seminar series and international conferences devoted to the field. Yet, the editors still detect much 'angst' amongst researchers about its direction and future and, thus, Jack P. Greene and Philip D. Morgan have assembled a collection of essays from noted scholars to interrogate the concept. This is a 'critical appraisal' designed perhaps to temper some of the proselytising enthusiasm for which Atlantic historians have drawn censure. Therefore, although offering a robust and spirited defence of Atlantic theory in their introduction, they offer a generous amount of space amongst the essays for doubters and naysayers. 
